They Refused To Harken (Zechariah 7:8-14) 

I. The Statement of Their Redeemer (Vs. 8-10) 

A. These Were Reasonable Commands (Vs. 8-10) 

B. These Were Relating Commands (Vs. 8-10) 

II. The Sin of Their Rebellion (Vs. 1112b) 

A. They Refused His Words (Vs. lla,c) 

B. They Rejected His Reach (Vs. lib, 12a-b) 

III. The Sorrow of Their Recompense (Vs. 12c-14) 

A. The Sentence From God (Vs. 12c) 

B. The Silence Of God (Vs. 13) 

C. The Scattering By God (Vs. 14) 
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1) ...heart is as an adamant stone. We read our bibles and 
check off our lists and yet we stop our ears to what is 
truly beiny, said. And like the children of Israel, when we 
refuse to hear and obey, devastating consequences lay in 
the path ahead. I want to draw out of this text three 
truths for us to receive and remember as warnings, lest 
we become hearers of the word and not doers of the 
word of God. Notice first of all... 

2) ...all god is saying here is just do right, these are 
reasonable. 1 John 5:3 For this is the love of God, that we 
keep his commandments: and his commandments are 
not grievous. 

3) 1 John 4:20-21 if a man say, I love God, and hateth his 
brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother 
whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath 
not seen? And this commandment have we from him, 
That he who loveth God love his brother also. 

4) John 13:34-35 A new commandment I give unto you, 
That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye 
also love one another. By this shall all men know that ye 
are my disciples, if ye have love one to another. 


1) 1 Samuel 15:23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, 
and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry... 

2) It never reached their heart, it. never reached the center 
of their reasoning, to be translated into the action of 
obedience! They went of far as to even stop up their 
ears, to block off even the physical route of hearing. They 
didn't want to hear it! We may not wear robes and ride 
camels like they did, but we can be a whole like them. 
"Well I don't like what he said, I not gonna go back down 
there to that church." "I'll just quit reading that section of 
the bible, that's old testament any way." We plug up our 
ears and refuse his words! 

3) ...only to be rejected, to bounce off the target, never to 
penetrate. The pleas and admonishments of the prophet 
simply went in one ear and out the other and rolled off 
out hearts like; water off a ducks back. 

4) Hebrews 2:1-3 Therefore we ought to give the more 
earnest heed to the things which we have heard, lest at 
any time we should let them slip. ...(3) How shall we 
escape, if we neglect so great salvation... 
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1) ...for refusing God's word Hebrews 12:6-7 For whom the 
Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son 
whom he receiveth. If ye endure chastening, God dealeth 
with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father 
chasteneth not? 

2) Romans 2:5 But after thy hardness and impenitent heart 
treasurest up unto thyself wrath... 

3) ...send His wrath in many different ways, but we- can be 
assured, if we are His children, then he will chasten: 
Proverbs 3:12 For whom the LORD loveth he cor recteth; 
even as a father the son in whom he delighteth. Proverbs 
13:24 He that spareth his rod hateth his son: but he that 
loveth him chasteneth him betimes. 

4) Their sin has separated them from God: tsaiah 59:1-2 
Behold, the LORD'S hand is not shortened, that it cannot 
save; neither his ear heavy, that it: cannot hear: But your 
iniquities have separated between you and your God, and 
your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear. 
Jeremiah 11:11 Therefore thus saith the LORD, Behold, I 
will bring evil upon them, which they shall not be able to 
escape: and though they shall cry unto me, I will not 
hearken unto them. 

5) ...make your world as a baron desert, a wasteland in 
order to crack that hardened heart. But these 
consequences can be avoided now: Hebrews 3:7-8 
Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost saith, To day if ye will hear 
his voice Harden not your hearts.. 2 Chronicles 7:14 If my 
people, which are called by my name, shall humble 
themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from 
their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will 
forgive their sin. and will heal their land. 

6) ...of Israel upon taking the promised land said: Joshua 
24:21 And the people said unto Joshua, Nay; but we will 
serve the LORD. Joshua 24.24 And the people said unto 
Joshua, The LORD our God will we serve, and his voice 
will we obey. 


